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Inside This Issue:  

Aerotalk! 

Though it's hot, and a bit smoky, it's a beautiful day with planes flying overhead.  I 
feel fortunate to continue to be part of this incredible Club.  It's been a year since I 
took the General Manager position.  Ponderosa Aero Club has been built on a rich 
history of amazing people contributing to Boise's general aviation herit-
age.  Through all of the ups and downs, the mission stays constant. "...promoting 
general aviation safety by providing affordable and quality training and rentals with 
a diverse fleet of aircraft and a social and supportive atmosphere."  Aircraft have 
come and gone from the Club this past year, dozens of certificates have 
been obtained, memorable lunches at McCall and Sun Valley, many Club members 
and instructors have accepted flying positions with obvious excitement  and over a 
dozen enrichment opportunities have been offered to Club members. You, the 
members, have made this happen. Now, I want to give you all a spoiler alert to 
changes that will happen in the next couple months. Expenses haven't decreased, 
so the Board of Directors and I are discussing how and where to make adjust-
ment. Yep, this will mean that prices will go up. The aircraft owners set the prices of 
the aircraft rental making that fine balance of an affordable aircraft that will have a 
price tag attractive to the members, yet cover (or at least try to cover some) ex-
penses. This year, owners absorbed a 20% increase in the commercial insurance 
they are required to carry in the Club, and approximately 50% increase in the 
shade hangar rate, nearing the cost of a city enclosed hangar! The Club bills have 
continued to increase; most notably with the approximately 20% increase in rent 
this year. We have a budget that tells us too clearly that we are right on the 
edge. Expenses are and will be covered, but just. Yes, I am always looking for 
ways to decrease expenses without sacrificing quality (please turn off the lights and 
heat or air conditioning at the end of the day everyone). It's been a long time since 
most of the dues have increased, so it can't be a surprise to our long time members 
that we are looking at raising rates somewhere. Prices have increased all around 
us, but the Club has continued to stay the same. If you have input to a change in 
the rates, please write them down and get them to me or the Board as soon 
as possible. Perhaps you have strong feelings about an increase in the monthly 
dues, or have a creative idea about how to structure a rate change/increase. Your 
input is valued!  So...using the varied expertise of the board members and the mis-
sion of the Club as our anchor, we are discussing how to re-
lieve some pressure and continue to keep the Club strong for 
the next 44 years!                                                                        

               Janna Greenhalgh 
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Welcome Mat, Operations, Accomplishments, and Still Saving 65W 

Welcome New Members!  

 

 

·  Elliot Mark, 6/28/18 

·  Paxton Quigley 7/3/18 

·  Scott Henscheid 7/5/18 

Please welcome our newest instructor, Mike Palmer. 

He’s no stranger to flying or the Club, but is our latest addition 

complimenting our fine group of CFI’s.  He currently teaches 

part time at the Boise tower as the senior training analyst.  Prior 

to working with Air Traffic Control, he served thirty years in the 

Air Force as a pilot and instructor so he’s no stranger to teach-

ing. When you see him, be sure to introduce your-

self and say hi.   

Accomplishments!  
 

Saturday, July 14, Zach Ravlin passed his checkride with 
examiner Arlyn Miller and is now a private pilot!  You might 
have noticed that it’s not a Club plane in the photo, 
though.  Zach works the line at Ponderosa and his instruc-
tor, Chuck Moore, is a long time Club member, but Zach has 
been taking advantage of one of those unbeatable generous 
arrangements elsewhere.  Congratulations Zach!!  We look 
forward to you flying the Club planes!  

Save 65W!!  
   

65W is still for sale and we need to keep it in our family. Please consider buying all or part of this 
sweet plane to save it from leaving home.  
 
If you are interested in owning all or part of the aircraft, do  
not hesitate.  Contact Bob Apa (208) 559-4298 or Kevin  
Hennessey (208) 761-0664, and express your interest.  
 

Brett Boesiger, PAC instructor and board member, is getting ready for training for his new 
job at Horizon Airlines.  Recognizing the demanding schedule ahead, he won’t be available for 
flight instructor for a while.  If all goes as planned, he will be back part time this fall.  Good 
luck, Brett! 

The Door Code has Changed  
   

Well, we finally got the door code to the building successfully changed!  For August, both the old and 
new door code are active.  Starting in September, only the new code will work. You will find the new 
door code on your Club bill or you can ask a staff member. 
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The Belly of the Aircraft 

How does your Belly Look? 

Looking at all of the parts of the airplane dur-
ing your preflight is an important part of your 
flight.  Looking at the belly of the airplane is 
too often overlooked.  Are there damaged an-
tennae? Streaks of fresh oil leaks streaming 
down the belly telling you that the engine may 
have an undiscovered problem? Wrinkles?  The 
plane washing party last month cleaned up a lot 
of accumulated belly grease so we can all get a 
good look for our pre-flights.  What couldn't 
be done in the plane wash has been finished by 
our amazing line help!  Be sure to thank them 
for all of the hard work they do for us the 
next time you see them!  That aside, I want to 
invite all members to come in and clean a 
plane.  You learn a lot about the plane you fly 
or want to fly by getting your hands 
dirty.  And it doesn't cost a thing!  It is hard 
work keeping them clean and many hands make 
light work.  
 

Now I’ll tell you a story that relates to this. 
From a previous manager: “One day I had an 
appointment over in Nampa for one of the 
Archers at the avionics shop. I was late and 
hurrying my pre-flight, but when I bent over 
to remove the tail chain, I saw streaks of 
white coming out of the seam of the belly skin 
just aft of the rear bulkhead. “I’ll check that 
out when I get to Nampa”, I says to myself. 
(Not the best judgment call, I admit). I fire 
up the engine and head to Nampa. Once I’m 
there, I crawl into the back of the plane and 
remove the panel on the aft bulkhead to see 
what’s up. You Archer drivers know that the 
battery lives back there. In a battery box. I  

opened up the panel to find the lid gone off of 
the battery box, and no battery. Wait; what 
do you mean no battery? After all, how did I 
start the plane? Looking beyond and behind 
the battery box, I see the battery; it’s out of 
its box and lying on its side behind the box 
just inches away from the control cables going 
back to the tail with all its cables still at-
tached. The lid was smashed and back there 
too. Wow. I picked up the battery and put it 
back in its box, then called our shop which was 
in Caldwell then, and said, “I’m heading over to 
see you as soon as I’m done here.” Well, after 
a massive baking soda bath to wash away all 
that battery acid, and a new battery box lid; 
home I flew. But how did this happen?  
 

A week later, I was giving a Club member (and 
aircraft owner. Hi Pete!) an AFR. I wanted to 
tell him about this battery story, but he said 
he had a story to go with this aircraft, and I 
said, okay, you first! He then told me how he 
had been flying back to the Boise airport in 
this Archer after some pattern work in Em-
mett when the tower sent a 737 500’ above 
him, and when the wake hit him, it slammed his 
head into the side window and knocked his 
headset off, and by golly, he didn’t think he 
wanted to let them do that to him again!  
 

At which point I mentally put two and two to-
gether, and said, now let  
me tell you the rest of the story…” 
But the moral of the story, boys and girls, is 
that your preflight  
should include a belly inspection. You just nev-
er know what you might find under there.  
 

MyFBO Snafu!  

Thank you all for your understanding last month with the inaccuracy on the bills generated by MyF-

BO.  Though your monthly dues were not on the June bill, most  everyone paid their monthly dues without 

hesitation, helping keep the bank account for the Club healthy.  This inaccuracy was generated by a program-

ming issue in MyFBO and is being addressed.  Those of you that did not pay your monthly dues for June will 

see the amount catch up on either the July or August bill.   
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Warm Springs Work Party 2018!  

AeroTalk!              

A great PAC week-
end up at the Warm 
Springs Airport on 
July 6th! Put this on 
your calendar for 
next year; a lot of 
you missed out on 
this one, and we had 
fun! Thanks to the 
ones who attended!  

A brand new windsock!  

What a beautiful morning for flying!  

Pancakes, Eggs, and Sausage for All!  

Just some of our happy helpers at the Warm Springs Airport!  

See you there next 
year!  
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The Fires of August: Smoke and TFRS! 

Whether in Idaho, Arizona, Montana, Oregon, or New Mexico—it 

seems at least one state gets hit particularly hard by fires each year. 

And when they start, TFRs soon pop up as well. 

Summer vacation season is upon us, and while some pilots might 

long to fly their plane to visit a new city, for others there’s nothing 

like flying over and into America’s beautiful forests. The thrill of pull-

ing a struggling trout from a cold mountain stream or a hike among 

scented pines brings respite from your everyday worries. Just remem-

ber; when flying over forested areas, to stay safe and legal you need 

to be aware of forest fires and their associated TFRs. 

Whether due to climate change, drought, bark beetles, logging or lack thereof, more people in the 

forests, or other factors; fire season in the West is beginning earlier and consuming more acreage than 

in decades past. Federal, state and local firefighting budgets, as well as firefighters and equipment, are 

being strained to the breaking point. At the National Interagency Coordination Center in Boise, Ida-

ho, the nerve center for fire-control nationwide, tensions are especially high this year. 

Before you depart, telephone a briefer, but be aware that briefers may not have latest info. Lori Mac-

Nichol served as an air attack forest pilot for nine years, until retiring from that position to devote 

her full attention to her business, McCall Mountain/Canyon Flying Seminars, LLC, 

www.MountainCanyonflying.com. She recommends you ask for TFRs along your route and also get 

the briefer’s name and location. She says some pilots received no or inaccurate TFR information even 

after requesting it and this will help you defend yourself if you bust a TFR. Additionally, call the local 

ranger station closest to your destination, and perhaps a few along your route. If you are meeting 

friends at your destination and they have already arrived, try calling them for a weather update. 

Maybe you know someone who lives near your destination; call them too. MacNichol points out 

that local FBOs are a great resource, especially in McCall, Idaho, because they are a smoke-jumper 

base. Fortunately, the internet has multiple ways to check for TFRs. A quick look at 

www.Skyvector.com will show any TFRs along your route as red shaded areas overlaid onto a VFR 

chart. The FAA has TFRs listed at //tfr.faa.gov/tfr2/list.html. Once in the air, if you have a GPS with 

moving map, multiple programs and apps can show TFRs graphically on your GPS or iPad. 

The TFRs are established because there may be a dozen or more helicopters or airplanes whizzing 

back and forth, dropping water or retardant, as well as surveying the fire’s progress, so try to stay at 

least a few miles outside any TFR borders for extra safety. Large fires can lift a lot of air, creating 

their own weather, subjecting pilots to severe turbulence, up or downdrafts, funnel clouds or fire-

induced thunderstorms.  

Pilots violating TFRs may receive a Letter of Investigation. If the FAA finds cause for action, it sends a 

Notice of Proposed Action, giving the opportunity for an “informal conference.”  At that time, the 

alleged violator can bring up mitigating circumstances and this may lessen or dismiss the charge. On 

the other hand, if the pilot is a repeat offender or there was a clear opportunity to avoid busting the 

TFR, the FAA may increase the penalty. Penalties generally range from a 30 to a 90-day suspension. 

The pilot may appeal the FAA’s ruling to the NTSB. 
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The Fires of August: Smoke and TFRS!                     Continued    

MacNichol also says, “Just east of McCall there was a TFR 30 nm wide, 157 nm long, up to 11,000’ 

MSL; these pilots carry a Garmin or other XM compatible product that will help them stay out of 

TFRs and trouble. But fires can move at an alarming rate and TFRs can pop up new at any moment. 

Guess what? Lockheed Martin has violated contract obligations more than once by NOT providing 

the information to the server depicting current TFRs on your moving map, so be careful of relying 

solely on this tool. As a commercial pilot and flight instructor trying to make a living while flying in a 

smoke-filled environment, we do it all—call FSS before each flight, check the web, load the XM 

weather up, fly high, try to stay out of the smoke and certainly out of the way of the firefighting air-

craft.” 

In our northern mountainous areas, be prepared for shorter-than-you-might-expect flying seasons. It 

may be mere weeks between the time the snow melts off a higher elevation backcountry airstrip like 

Fish Lake, Idaho, and the onset of the fire season, which can limit visibility or place strips off-limits 

due to TFRs or closure. Accessible areas may be more crowded with other aircraft. Be especially vigi-

lant about announcing your position in the backcountry; use 122.9 MHz. 

Flying in Fire Country 

In canyons, stay to the right if safety permits, and turn around if smoke ahead becomes heavy. Re-

member that if you turn your plane toward the sun when flying through smoke, the glare may in-

stantly reduce visibility to IFR conditions. MacNichol adds, “If you find yourself in this situation, if 

possible, turn around immediately with a shallow bank. The first uneasiness you feel is your immedi-

ate sign to turn around—don’t wait a second more. By staying to the side and not in the middle you 

will have room to turn around. If you can plan ahead we recommend following the rivers, what we 

call ‘Drainage Navigation’”. Keeping the water in sight will not only keep you within the canyon but 

if you follow the river downstream, you are guaranteed not to find yourself in suddenly climbing ter-

rain. When flying in the mountains, remember that smoke tends to sink into the canyons. You could 

wind up in a similar trap to landing in ground fog, where you suddenly lose visibility as you descend. 

Not a good situation anywhere, and especially not when walls of granite are rising above you! 

Once in route, if you see a new forest fire, you can mark your position and report it to ATC or 

Flightwatch (122.2). On the ground, you can do your part to avoid creating a new TFR by being es-

pecially careful with campfires. You don’t need a huge bonfire. It only takes one spark to start a for-

est fire, so be sure to thoroughly soak ashes and coals until dead. Observe all laws. If a fire isn’t al-

lowed where you’re camping, save it for another time and place. Before you depart, try calling a 

briefer for a TFR update, but if you can’t, call Flightwatch on your radio after you depart, fire up the 

links on your GPS if you have them, and keep your eyes peeled for smoke. 

Ready to take that summer or fall trip? Get out there while you can and take lots of pictures. If 

you’ve got access to a plane and good weather, take advantage of the opportunity to enjoy Ameri-

ca’s natural beauty. If a backcountry airstrip seems intimidating, visit Yellowstone, where you can 

land on Montana’s huge West Yellowstone runway. Or visit Glacier National Park—the glaciers may 

be gone sooner than you think. Have children or know some young people? Bring them along, and 

introduce them to both aviation and nature. People only protect what they love, and we need our 

next generation to care about preserving wild places.                                  Thank you to Disciples of Flight 



Be Smart, Fly Safe and Have Fun! 
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Upcoming Events!  

AeroTalk!              

Plane Wash and Swap Meet! 

 
The second Plane Wash Party of the season will be on  

Saturday September 8th.  Rally at 9am and clean until your fingers 
get too soggy.  Hamburgers on the grill at noon and feel free to bring 
something to share potluck. 

Cleaning the aircraft makes them go faster, look better, and is a great 
way to learn more about all of the parts and pieces that make it possible 
to fly.   

The Swap Meet idea is to share some of those lightly used and still 
pertinent aviation items collecting dust on your shelf to go to good homes 

and get used again by another Club member. 

We have a great mix of members who have been flying a long time and budding new pilots 
struggling to get everything they need.  In the true spirit of the Club, let's help each other 
out.   

 Good items: 

 Headsets. 

 Foggles (or any view limiting device). 

 E6Bs. 

 Knee boards. 

 Aviation books.  

 Flight Bags. 

 Etc.…. 

 

 

Holy MyFBO, Batman!-TRAINING 

Ah, good old MyFBO. Where we book planes, instructors, pay our bills and look at our flight 
history with the Club.  This program that the Club subscribes to can be a little awkward at 
times.  Come to the PAC building on Friday, August 17, from 4-5:30 pm for an inter-
active learning session and opportunity to ask questions or share your expertise.   
How to book multiple days 
How to look up your flight history 
How to look up your bill and change your personal information. 
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US Airport Acronym Quiz 

1. What does an airport person in the US mean 
when they say FAA? 

  Federal Aviation Administration 

  Fire Attack Apparatus 

  Federal Aviation Agency 

  Financial Aid for Airports 

 

2. What is HIRL? 

  heavy ice, rain, sleet 

  high interest revolving loan 

  high intensity runway lighting 

  heavy instrument runway loci 

 

3. What does TDZ stand for? 

  tram debarkation zone 

  two day (average) visibility 

  temperature danger zone 

  touchdown zone 

 

4. When a US airport person talks about their       
ACM, what are they talking about? 

  air carrier movements 

  airport certification manual 

  airfield crop maintenance 

  assistant chief marshal 

 

5. What is SRE? 

  secondary radar equipment 

  snow removal equipment 

  security risk evaluation 

  striping (the) runway environs 

 

 

6. What does ARFF stand for? 

  automatic runway fault finder 

  airport restricted federal funds 

  airport reserve financing funds 

  aircraft rescue and firefighting 

 

7. What is ATC? 

  air traffic count 

  automatic taxiway clearance 

  airport terminal capacity 

  air traffic control 

 

8. What is a PAPI? 

  precise automatic photogrammetric interval 
meter 

  public and private information 

  Professional Airport Plowing Institute 

  precision approach path indicator 

 

9. What is EDS? 

  explosive detection system 

  estimated degree of separation 

  event driven scheduling 

  extra dry snow 

 

10. What does BA NIL mean? 

  budget amount not in line 

  bank angle nil 

  braking action nil 

  bearing area not illuminated 

 

 

Answers Page 10 



Page 9 
AeroTalk!              

My Story—Night Training on Summer Solstice   by Gail Frasier 

I was a brand new CFI flying out of 
Sun Valley Aviation in Hailey, ID.  I 
was given a student that needed their 
night training, which if you recall, 
consists of 3 hours of night dual and 
10 landings, or did back in 1992. And 
guess which night this lady picked for 
her night training? You got it; June 
21st, the longest day of the year, and 
she wanted to do all three hours and 
ten landings in one night. I didn’t know 
enough to refuse that (I do now!).  
We didn’t even take off until after 
11:00pm. The plan was to fly from 
Hailey to Twin Falls, then to Gooding, 
doing multiple landings at each place. 
Flying to Twin Falls was uneventful, 
and using pilot control lighting was interesting. The tower was closed for the night, and the 
traffic was light. Next stop; Gooding.  

Now I’m going to back up a year from this night, and tell you a story that my CFI there in Hai-
ley had told me. She had taken a student down to Gooding for night training one night. Their 
procedure was to land to the east, taxi to the end, then turn around and take off to the west. 
They had done this several times, when after starting their takeoff roll, they were just about 
at rotation speed when the landing light suddenly picked up something ahead in the middle of 
the runway. It was a police car parked sideways across the runway with its headlights off! 
Luckily they had just enough flying speed to rotate and pass over the patrol car. Needless to 
say, she was livid. Next day she called the Gooding Sheriff’s Office, and the flight service 
station, and the FSDO, and anyone else who would listen.  

Now it’s almost a year to the day this happened to her, and it’s me who is the CFI onboard the 
night training plane. I knew the story, so I was keeping an eye on the road below, and I was 
shocked when turning crosswind to see the headlights of a car leaving the town of Gooding, 
driving toward the airport which is about three miles out of town. It’s about 1:00 in the morn-
ing. No way; he wouldn’t do it again, would he? I kept an eye on the headlights, and sure 
enough, they turned into the airport, went around the FBO, and headed down the taxiway. But 
this time, he stopped right in the perpendicular taxiway next to the runway hold line and his 
lights stayed on. We landed, taxied to the end and turned around. We just stared at one an-
other, wondering who would make the first move. He didn’t move, so we took off. I always 
wished I’d had a plastic bag full of something nasty that I could have thrown out of the plane 
just to make his night a little more interesting. He obviously thought no one in Gooding would 
be flying at that hour of the night without being up to something nefarious! But after what 
happened the year before? Sheesh! 

It was a really long night, and when we got back to Hailey, we couldn’t raise anyone at Burley 
Flight Service (yep, they had one!), so we couldn’t close our flight plan. So tired. But not close 
our flight plan? By the next morning they would’ve sent the hounds out looking for us! No, l 
couldn’t do that. So we scratched our heads and tried to get our fatigued brains to figure this 
out. Call Boise Flight Service! Luckily someone was awake there. No more doing the whole night 
training protocol in one night! Especially on summer solstice. 
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Answers to Airport Acronyms 

1. What does an airport person in the US mean 
when they say FAA? 

The Federal Aviation Administration used to 
be called the Federal Aviation Agency. Before 
that it was the CAA--Civil Aviation Authority. 

2. What is HIRL? 

High intensity runway lighting. MIRL would be 
medium intensity runway lighting. LIRL is low 
intensity runway lighting. There are also MITL 
(medium intensity taxiway lighting, LITL (low 
intensity taxiway lighting), not to mention 
MALSR, MALSF, RAIL, REIL, C/L, TDZ and a 
host of other lights that can be found on an 
airport. 

3. What does TDZ stand for? 

The touchdown zone is the first 3000' or to 
the midpoint of the runway, whichever is 
shorter. For low visibility operations, TDZ 
lights are installed in banks of 3, in pavement, 
every 100' on both sides of centerline for the 
extent of the TDZ. 

4. When a US airport person talks about their 
ACM, what are they talking about? 

Airport certification manual. The ACM details 
how the airport will meet the requirements of 
Federal Aviation Regulation (FAR) Part 139--
Airport Certification. Chapters cover such 
subjects as airfield inspections, training of 
personnel, snow and ice control, letters of 
agreement, and aircraft rescue and fire-
fighting. The Emergency Manual is part of the 
ACM.  

5. What is SRE? 

Snow removal equipment employed by airports 
include: plows, rotary blowers, sweepers, sand-
ers and runway deicing equipment. Expect to 
pay over $200,000 for a plow, $325,000 for a 
blower or sweeper and $600,000 for a combi-
nation blower/plow. 

6. What does ARFF stand for? 

Aircraft rescue and firefighting. ARFF used 
to be called CFR--crash fire rescue. It was 
changed to remove any reference to crashes 
or crashing. 

7. What is ATC? 

Air traffic control typically consists of ground 
control to talk to the pilots when they taxi to 
and from the runway, local control to issue 
take-off and landing clearance, and approach 
control to talk to the pilots as they approach 
the airport or after they have left the airport 
terminal area on departure. In smaller facili-
ties the same controller may work two posi-
tions. 

8. What is a PAPI? 

Precision approach path indicator. A PAPI con-
sists of two or four boxes located 1000' from 
the end of the runway. They emit red and 
white beams of light. A pilot on the proper 
glide path will be an equal number of red and 
white lights. If all lights are white the pilot is 
too high (white over white, fly all night.) If all 
lights are red the pilot is too low (red over 
red, you're dead.) 

9. What is EDS? 

Explosive detection system. The EDS is a ma-
chine that bags can be run through the way 
bags run through the x-ray machine at the 
screening checkpoint. Explosive or questiona-
ble material shows up on a monitor screen. 
ETD is an explosive trace detector. It is a 
smaller, less capable machine. With an ETD, 
the screener swipes the bag with a swab, then 
inserts the swab in the ETD which analyzes it 
for explosives residue. 

10. What does BA NIL mean? 

A nil braking action report requires the air-
port to close that runway or other surface un-
til measures (such as sanding, deicing, plowing) 
can be taken to improve the braking action. 
Other possible braking reports are BA GOOD, 
BA FAIR and BA POOR. Many airports have an 
instrument which they can use to quantify the 
braking action. With a decelerometer, braking 
action can be expressed as a number which air 
carrier pilots can use to determine stopping 
distance or if, given the weather and wind 
conditions, they can even use that runway for 
landing. 


